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How to Read the Bible

     First, get a notebook and a good modern translation of the Bible, such as, The Good News Bible or The New Revised Standard Version. Try to do a quick overview of the Bible. Here, you want to do a quick reading through the whole Bible in order to familiarize yourself with the Bible as a whole. Then, read particular passages - whatever you select or to whatever you are led. Keep notes or a diary of Bible passages and ideas gained from your reading.

     Second, when you have selected some specific passage for study, do a thorough reading. Here, by “read” or “reading” I mean “listen to the text”. Communication is oral and written. So, the text is the written medium of communication, while speech is the oral medium of communication. This thorough reading involves three things or has three aspects. First, you must examine the structure of the passage so that you can determine or perceive its grammatical or linguistic form, that is, the types/kinds of sentences, tenses and persons of verbs, parts of speech, formulae, etc. and their respective functions in syntax. Second, articulate the content or sense borne by/within the form(s) of the passage, that is, what it states or presents, the points of its arguments/discussions, etc. Here, remember a first rule: form and content are inseparable. You cannot properly understand the passage until you correctly diagnose its grammar! In understanding the content of the passage  you must respect its peculiar language and thoughts. Seek to grasp the feeling or mood projected through the text. Take notes of the reflections gained from your reading of the text. Do not force the thoughts of the Bible into your own ideas and do not force your ideas into the Bible; read the Scripture just like it is written! Research difficult words, concepts, or phrases in Bible dictionaries, commentaries, handbooks, etc. for help. Do not read the Bible like a modern book! Also, remember a second rule: the content of a passage is articulated by correlation of the functions of the forms of the passage. Third, seek to comprehend the reality beyond the text to which it points, that is, what it states, what action(s) it endorses, to whom it is addressed, by whom it is written, who is benefited by performance of what it endorses for action, the situation(s)/circumstance(s) in which it is spoken/written, and how the Lord is presented/connected with the situation(s)/circumstance(s). Here, remember a third rule: theology is contextual, that is, one’s understanding of the Lord and what He requires is always connected to and practical in some specific situation/circumstance. 

     Third, examine your life in light of the understandings you have gained from your reading of the text. Try to find a situation/circumstance in your life that matches that of the passage.  Here’s a fourth rule to remember: matching of the situation in/of the text and the situation of the interpreter is necessary for biblical consistency in practice.   Then, apply the principles for practice gained from the text to your life. See where and how you may have been faulty, erroneous, or negative in your behavior. And outline steps or ways you can correct yourself, prevent inappropriate acts, or maintain positive patterns of action. Now, always keep notes or a diary of your findings for personal review and nurture and for sharing and helping others!

     Fourth and last, have fun in fellowship and faith with the Father!   jcr: 3-8-1993
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